VI
THE FIRST FLIGHT
IN the morning of the next day, June 3, 1910, on
the way to the field, we made plans for the first test
of the S-2.    The cloudiness and very light wind
appeared favourable.   The S-s was wheeled out of the
hangar, I checked the controls, climbed into the seat
behind the motor, and shouted,
"Contact."
The engine was quickly started. While three men
held the plane, I gradually opened the throttle, and a
few moments later the good sound of the motors, the
propeller blast, and the smell of burned castor-oil told
me that it was time to try.
I gave the signal, and the plane was released. The
S-s had a much better acceleration. From the very
first moment I could feel that the stronger propeller
blast made the control more effective and the tail went
up at once. I had no tachometer, not a single instru-
ment, in the S-2. A few seconds later, feeling that the
speed was already well in excess of what the previous
plane could ever do, I gradually started to move the
stick back. A moment later, I was in the air. All my
attention was concentrated on the controls. Having
never before been in the air, even as a passenger, I had
to learn quickly the necessary movements which were